GROWING BPIRITUALLY

PBut grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lerd and Saviour Jesus Christ. To
him be glory both now and for ever.® 2 Feter 3:18.

This text contains the last words which Simon Peter recorded in the Scriptures. For
that reagon they are interesting and treasured. Peter was an excellent extmple of

his own injunction, "Keep on growing." He had certainly grown through the years.

When he first met the Master he was just a bundle of unrealized possibilities. He

wes a rugged, robust, and swearing Tisherman. Through the earlier days of his disciple-
ship he had been selfish, self-geeking, and unstable. Quite fregquently he had failed
Jesus. Yet, he had grown and had become the powerful preacher of FPentecost. And here
he is & seasoned saint, writing words of encouragement, comfort, and chalienge to other

Chrlstlans.

 We are interested in progress: the progress of cur children in school, in the professions,
and in business; progress of our scientists and inventors, and the progress of our churches.
This urge to make progress is natural., The best test of progress is within. ¥hat kind

of people are we becoming? Is cur spiritual progress keeping pace with our progress in a
material way? : .

We should be interested in our growth, and in the growth of others from the standpoint
of the physical, the mentsl, and the spiritusl. Every person should be interested in
the development or growth of & sirong body, & keen mind, and a great soule. All three
rhases of cur natuvres should be cultivated.

Every 11v1ng thing should grow. Growth is the law of all life. If there is no growth,
there is no life. We are always troubled if our plants and creps do not grow. If a
child does not grow, we know that something is wrong. In general, growth produces a
feeling of satisfaction. This is true of the growing piant, animal, child, business,
ehurch, and Christian.

K11 will agree that life must preeede growth. When ene is born he is a baby, but he
iz not expected to remain 2 baby. He is expected to grow. There is nothing sweeter
than a little baby, and there is nothing a mother watches more closely than the growth
and development of her child, but there is mothing so tragie as a baby that remains
one through the years. What a grief te parents if the child does not appear to be
growing. And what a growth. Write it im italics — the day when he first stands
alone and tzkes & step, or the day when he shows his first teoth. It meang that the
child is growing & body. Underline it -— the day when he first asks a question. For
the child has started to grow a mind. Set it down in cepitals -~ the day when he shows
the beginnings of 2 moral and spirituwal sense. It is the day of days, for the child
is growing a soul.

Children are born %o grow. They grow steadily and slowly, but surely. Their growth
is unconscious and involuntary, but there is a thrill in growing. There is no complie-
ment that we can pay a child that is more appreciated than that he or she is growing.

Arrested development is one of the most deplorable calamities in human life. Because
Temr Thurb was never more than forty inches tall Barnum exhibited him as a fresk, Sadder
still is the plight of those who do mot grew in mind. If you have ever visited one of
our institutions for the feeble-minded and looked on men and women whose gray matter
and emotional control are undeveloped so that they eling to their rapg dolls and their
marbies in spite of the passing years, you have looked on one of the saddest scenes

in life. Bub to fail to grow in soul:is the supreme tragedy.
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We are in the world to grow a soul. The seers of humanily heve recogniged this fact.
Browning said, YMan was macde to grow, not stop." George Eliot declared that early in
life she perceived thai the ebject of 1life is to grow. It iz regrettable that some
have been (hristisns for vears but are still in the infant stege. Paul taught us that
childishness is to be lefti behind. "When I was & child, I spake as a child, I uader-
stood as a ehild, I thought as & child: but when I became a man, I put awag'cﬁlldlsh
things." Some are not awasre of their spiritusl immaturity. They are like Hambone,
who said, "&v'ry time I wants to be a bettuh man ole man debil pat me on de back en
say, 'You pretty good man lak you is.'™

Jesus came as a little vaby in the arms of Mary, but He grew. "And Jesus increased
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and msn." Ve should advance in likeness
to Him with the passing of the years. Oh, the marvel, the mystery, the romance of
Christian growth. In the last verse which Peiter wrote, he exhorts us to ®grow in
‘grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." The figure which
he used is that of infaney advancing to the full stature of manhood and womanhooc.
Wrat we are is imporisnt, but what we are becoming is far more important. We are
not only in a state of grace, but we are alsc to grow up therein. To fail to grow
means not only arrested development, but degeneration. We live our lives om an in-
cline. We must go up or down; progress or retrogress.

I. The Meaning Of Spiritual Crowth.

To grow in grace is to increase in conformity to the will of God and advance in
likeness to the Lord Jesus. It is the process of our becoming what God would have
ps to bes It is to grow in faith, virtue, meekness, gentieness, patience, and
usefulness. : ' '

%hile physical growth is involuntary, spiritual growth is a matter of the will and
the affections. As we become more like the Master, we grow in considerateness,
kindness, and eouritesy toward others. The winsomeness of couriesy crowns Christian
character with bloom and beauty. Jesus Christ was the very acme or soul of courtesy.
TLong ago it was said of Him that "He was the world'!s first true gentlemen.? He won

- people by His charm. Children ran to Him, znd sinners were drawn to Him. As the
disciples caught His spirit, graciousness pervaded their lives like & [ragrance.
They sometimes differed with one another, bul they dlffered ilike Christian gentle-
men, OCouriesy is important in ouwr own lives.

II. The Nature Of Spiritual Growih.

1. It is 2 gradual or progressive development.
Although salvation is a iree gift, Christ-like character is an achievement.
We must grow from spiritual babes toward the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ. &1l development in the Christian 1life is accompanied by
struggle.

2. It has knowledge for its foundation.
is we grow in the knowledge of Christ we grow in likeness te Him., To know
Christ is to love Him, and to love Him is te grow like Him.

3. It ought to be constant.
¥e should grow in grace and lknowledge as long as we live. God alone knows what
greatness of intellect, grandeur of charsclter, and splendor of achievements cone
within the range of each of us.

We are to keep on growing in the grace of Christ, and in the Christian graces,
that is, in Christ-likeness. We are also to keep cn growing in the knowledge

of Christ, thal is, increasing our acquaintance with Him and our apprehension

ol the truath. God wants us to grow along beth spiriiuval and intellectunl lines.
Lthough cur growih is to be along two lines it is +o be in one directicn, namely,

toward Christ. You will cbserve that the spiritual is put first in our text.
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fe ought to put it first and keep it first., We cught te give the spiriimal
first place every where and all the time.

The Reasonsg For Spiritual Growth.
1. For our own happiness.

2. For the sake of others.
3. For the glory of Christ.

. The Requirements For Spirituwal Growth.

We do not grow spifitually by mere wishful thinking. We can no more grow spiritually
by wishing to do so than we can reduce physically by ihe same process. There are
ecertairn things that are necessary if we would grow.

1., Food,
The food on which the Christian feeds is Christ, the Bread of Life, and the Bible,
the Water of Iife. Christ and the Eible are ithe dependable revelations of God.
We have the blessed cpportunity of feeding our souls upon the Word of God. In
case we fail to do so we rou ourselves of thet widich God intended us to have,
and as a resvlt we are anexic and without an adequate visien, a growing falth,
and a rebust hope. & neglected Bible always mezns a starved spirit, a dwarfed
soul, and & barren life. :

2. Atmogphere,
In spiritual growth the atmosphers ia not everything, but it is very much indeed.
¥e are constenitly lmpressed, influenced, and molded by our surroundings. The
stmogphere of & home, a church, or a school hzs much to do in forming cur habits
and principles. We plant our lives in the churcehes and yield them to the cule-
tural influences of the Holy Spirit. We discover that the best atmosphere for
growth in grace is in private prayer, which is fellowship with Christd and public
worship, wWhich is fellowship with God's people. We cannot grow spiritually withe-
out prayer, and the more we pray, the faster we grow. HNeither can you be your
best for God and stay away {rom the services of the church. God's blessings are
not promised to the wise or the ignorant, to the mighty or the weak, to the famous
or the cbscure,; but to the feithful.

3. Exercise.
What constitvtes spiritual exercise? Witnessing for Christ, doing something in
behalf of His cause and in His name every day, and constantly seeking and striving
for the welfare of others. Without exception, greai Christians ®have expected
great things from Cod and have attempted great ihings for God.®

The Results Of Spiritual Growth.

Spiritual growth enables us to live on a higher plane, makes us happy, enzbles us
to be more useful to others, and pleases the lLord. If Christ is your Saviour, Lord,
Example, and Inspirer, do you have more of His truth in your mind, more of His grace
in your heart, and mere of His beauty in your character? If so, ¥go on growing in
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.h



