WHY SHOULD WE ®TAKE HEED® UNTC PHOPHECY?
II Peter 1:16-21
Inherent in the heart of men is & desp desire to kunow Historians, archecioglists
and enthropologlists have furnished abuwdant evidence th arav;wg io know fwivte svents,
as well #s wnseen things which man e exist, was as i thse b aning of history &s
it is in ow own times, Attempis to know things to come are ;cuud everyvihere, amwong all
nations,

The craving to know the fulure persists and not alone among the Llllitersie, the Ignorant
and superstitious, but also among the intelligent, the cultured and so-called higher cissses.

What then is the origin of this desire to know the fubure? Man has a future. Nations have
a futuvre and destiny. It is a postulate of our consciousness, that human history is head-

ing towards 2 definite end. Man has endless being. He has a bedy over which the sentence

ofdeath is written, *Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thouw retwrn." This is alse true

of the beast. But man has a soul, the very breath of the Almighly, and that part can never

die., The consciousness of eternal being is the source of man's desire to know the fubture.

L young msn was acked by 2 godly men sbout what he intended to do. He made known his desire
of procuring a good education to meke his mark in the world., The Christian asked, "What
then?" And the young men spoke of his high ambitions of gsining a grest reputation, of
securing a high position in 1ife, of having a charming woman for his wife, and sons and
daughters, of becoming wealthy and enjov;ng 1life and the plessures of life. Fach state-
et by the ssme question, "What then?" Finally the youth said, "Well, I suppose
must éie sconer or later, I, @oo, will have to die.® OUnce more his gussiionef
nat then?" Yes, "What then?" Man survives the grave and eternity begins. It is
iousness which is cheifly respensible fer man's attempted seareh of the futwre.

God alone knows the end from the beginning., Omnisclence is one of the great atitributes
cf God., Has the Cmniscisnt One made known to His crestures the secrets of the future?

Has he uncovered what the future holds in store for the humen race and for this earth?

If =0, where is it to be found? In the Bible.

The Bible contains most startling predictions as to things to come. The fate of nations,
rise and fall of empires, onward march of evil, man's defiance of God, fimel victory of

our Lord, as well as future of the earth and iis Tinal consummating festiny, all are miﬁutely
foretold in the Bible. That these predictions are trustworthy and absolutely reliable is
vouched for by many scores of aredlctlgns which have found their literal fulf illwent in
the past,

In our day the liberalists deny prochecy and ridicule those who believe that God has
ravealed the fuiwre of Mankind and the physical earth,

Can man know the fubure? VWe asnswer, YES. We can know the future through the Bible, but
NEVER apart from it. ¥We need to ezamlne rrovhecy, put confidence in it, walk snd serve
in the light of coming events, the shadous of which are rapidiy lengthening.

This world is experiencing a colossal upheavel, Without doubt more nstions have reached
the most solemn erisis in their bhistory. 2 gross feparture from God is responsible for
the present disorder and unrest. Becsuse of ifts rebellicon agalnst God, this vorld Is a
battlefield. If civilizstion is to be séved from Further disaster, we must have a revival
of first-century Christisnity, and thst speedily. There must be & gennine repsntance, and
iife must be ordered by the principles of Christ. There have been other crises in tne
world's history, and the messege for each crisis is that of repentance, feith, hope, love,
end lovalty to him Who is our Crestor, Redeemer, 3rescrver, and Friend. The solution for
this woridts ills is not to be found in ths schemes and so-called reforms of governments.
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Teke heed unto prophecy "as unic s lamp shining In . Too many of ug have care-
lesely 1aid this lamp sside. Some have thought ¢ con future was
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vhnrevenled. Some belleve thet practically noth! = s revealsad.
They sre convinead that no one can undersisnd pr e provhetic mssssge is sealed}
thet God did rot intend for uws to undersiand pro think that those who iry to
understand thepropheiic message sre elther ignorant nt that intelligent Bible
students do mot stteryt to understand prophecy. T k¥ interproters of prophecy meke
only wild guesses and advance fantastic theorles for gullible people. Many heve thelr eyes

closed againgt the grest mesessge of prophecy.

The believer can understend propvhecy. He should approsch the Bible and the subject with an
open mind, and lei the Bible be its own interpreter, and the prophecies will become umder-
standsabie as the cther portions of the Word, :

in understanding of the provhetic message of God's VWord comes bit by bit, Grsat Bible
truths are graduslly unfolded to ue. Just becsuse some truth clesriy revealed seems
unreasonable to you, do not forget that you are human., VWhet may seem unfessonable to you
may be entirely reasonsble with God., We ave finite and He is infinite. Some things we
are not supposed to undersiand until that great and glorious day when we shall see Him

face to face.

But there is so much revealed -- 2ll thst we need to know, and these great truths God
wants us bo understend, else He would never have given vs the Bible. Peter says that we
Have 2 more sure word of prophecy, tyheretnto ve do well that ye take heed, as unto &
lemp shining ir # dark plsce,.” That is strong imnguage. How imporiant is 2 lamp in &
dark place? Just so important is prophetic message of Seriptures to us who are His
disciples. Why take heed wnto provhecy? UWhy should we study the prophetic message of
the scripturs? - :

It will Strengthen Uur Faith In The Bible As The Word 07 God.
at faith in the Bibls as the ¥Word of God. Why should not
this be true? No other bock has ever told futurs correctly. Let us note some fulfilled
prophecies,

w

i. inclent city of Esbylon.

Fo city could compere with the magnificence of this.sncient city. REuled by the greatest
¥ing of =21l history, Babylon with her tremendous wealth, cuiture and military fortifie-
cations, wss far ahesd of Rome in the heydasy of her glory. Uo cther city in history was
ever fortified and constructed 2s this one,. It was 15 miled square, and surrounded by
walls 87 feet thick and 350 feet high. The Fuphrates River flowed through the city,
from rorth to south. Who, 1iving in the days of Bsbylon after beholding its wonders,
fortifications and grest strength, would heve dared predict its fall? Despite this
Isaish predicted that Babvion would be destroved by amen named Cyrus, and Isaiah wrote
this prophecy 150 years before Cyrus was born. Isaish 45:1~6. Jeremish prophesied
that "the walls of Babylen shall be ubterly broken.' People of the city doubtless
thought the prophet was crazy, bub God sees the end from the beginning, and God hsd

, spoken. No one else dreamed of such, People jeered 2nd seorned. The years psssed.
One day the people found an army ouilside the city, under the lesdership of Cyrus.
They laughed and jeered in derision. They thought they werse prepared for sny siege
and had enough food for 20 years., -Why worry? Oyrus began digging 2 trench north of
the city. He sent half of his army south of the city. While the leaders of Babylon
were in & drunken revelry ore dark night, Cyrus ordered the Euphrstes River turned into
2 great ditch and swsy from its natursl course through the city., He marched hisg army
under the northern and the southern walls along the empty river bed, and tock the
debauched city. Thus prophecy wes fulfilled.
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'Tyre was another grest city.

This ancient metropolis wes the New York of Asia. The ships sichored in her harbors

from 81l parte «f the worid. In her glory and powsy she was cusen of all the gregt

. Yet, Cod, spesking through his prophet Ezeiiel in 530 B. C. said,
3 e, and break down her towers., I will alsc serape

the top of a rock. It shell

oy the wail

her i1 be a plage for the

gyresding of ne the seay for I have speken It ssith the Iord God . . .
erd they chall iny thy stones and thy timber and thy dugt in the midst of the watler

. . o 2nd I wiii meke thee the top of a rock; thou chalt be a piace to spread
nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the Lord have speken it, saith the
Lord God." Ezekiel 26:4-314.

In less than 20 yesrs that proud and hsughty city was laid in ruins by Nebuchadnezzar.
250 wore vesrs passed by, and the ruins repsined. In 332 Alexsnder the Grest tock the
walls, timbers, snd stones and dumped them in the oceen to meke an apvrosch for his
ormies to an islsnd half a mile from the shore. They needed materisl so badly that
theyseraped the dust from the remains, thue fuifilling prophecy. "Thou shalt be
built no more." It remeins as God seid it would,

Egypt the land of mystery.

In the days of the prophets, Egypt stood out =s the undisputed gueen of the natioms.

No other nation could boast so long an unbroken line of kings. It was famous for
pyramids, arte, science, great learning, armies end the Tharaoha, Her future seemed
one of unending prosperity. The prophets predicted it would become 2 Yhase kingiom®
the "basest of nations.® AThere shall be ro more & prince in the land of Bgypt .t

Each provhecy has come true.  For 25CC years Egypt has been under the hand of sirangers.
Not opce has she beer under the hand of her own prince. It is now under Britigh rule.

Will Enable Us To Rightly Divide The Word OF Truth.

is one thing to believe the Bible and another to wderstand it. God says what He

means ard means what He says. He expects us to understand. Christ said, "Blessed is

" he

that readeth ané they that hear the words of this prophecy.® Don't be afraid of

being branded an ignorsmus just because you believe the Bible. let us study the Bible.

We

It

can't do that by passing by hundreds of verses dealing with prophecy.
Is Dangerous Not To.
is dangerous to neglect part or all of the Bible.

It was their ignorance of prophecy thet csused the Jews to erucify their Messish. The
seriptures had told them plainly whet to expedt, and every prophecy was fulfilled before
their eyes. Bescause they were ignorant of the seriptures, as some of us are, they
utterly failed to recognize Him. If we fail to "3isecern the signs of the times," it

is simply because we h2ve wilfully refused to "take heed unto provhecy.”

It wes their ignorance of provhecy that caused the disciples to be "slow of hesrit to
believe 21l that the prophets have spoken® concerning the Christ., If they had studied
their Bibles they would have expected Christ's crueifixion.

Prophecy makes up a great portion of the Bible snd we dare not slight any portlon of
God's word. "All Beripture is given by inspiration of God, and ig vrefitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruection in rightecusngss." II Timothy
3:16. We dare not cast any portion of the scriptures aside.



IV. It Is Enlightening.

Students of prophecy are not drifting in darkness, knowing nothing about the future.

They heve the more sure word of propvhecy to guide them. God's prophetic word will illumine
every man who will come to its light. We need not drift heliplessly on 2n uncharted ses,
with no compass for a guide. We have 2 guife book that will enlighten us, and one that
hes stood faithfully every test. We can kmow what lies shead, even yonder at the journey's
end., ' '

V. It Helps Us To Live Better Lives.

£ study of prophecy‘wiil bring greater jov and peace to the true child of God. HNHo hours
cen be spent more profitably than following step by sitep the wmfclding of Godls great
plan for the ages as revealed in the prophetic message of His infallible Book,

No one can study the prophetic message of the Scriptures without being convinced that
Christ Jesus will some day return to this old earth. The anticipation of His coming is
a powerful influence for good in the daily lives of Christians. In this world where we
sre beset on every hand by so many emptatlon we need Lo use every weapon zvailable for
our defense a2gainst Sstan. An wnderstanding of prophecy is a powerfid aid to Christian
living,

VI, It Will Ineresase Our Zeal is Soul Winners.

People whoe understand prophecy are evengelistic and active in winning souls to Christ.
Lny Christiar understending the future as revealed in prophecy will want to warn others
of the dark days thet are ahead when under the domination of the Antichrist there shall
be a time of “Great Tribulation® such s¢ this esrth hss never seen, Another incentive
to spur us on a8 soul winners iz the hope of reward from the very hands of Christ at
"Phe Sants Judgment,®

¥II,.It Will Be & Blessing To The Church.

People are ignorant of the Bible especlally'that part known as nropnecy. They need
ingtruetion or teaching. Ve know the world is in spiritual darkness, but that does not
mean that no light is available to those desiring it.
1. It will draw crowds,

Pastors who preach to crowds offer the Word of God.

Men of faith, believe the Bible, and stu’y vrophetic message.

2. The masses are interested in prophecy.
Visit a place whers the most ordinary speaker preaches on it and see crowds. It is
iike a message from & new boock. Masses thrillied to leern thet some Jay Christ will
return in glory, thst living believers will be translatec, thet the graves will be
opened, and the righteous dead gathered unto Him.

II. It Is & VUernderful Inspirer of Hope.

Pessimism and Bible prorhecy do not go together. It is through prophecy that we Jearn the
world's aesulny, and become sssured that the march of the centuries is towsrds a legitimate
and glorious “uture. Listen to this: "For vhatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, thst we through pstience and comfort of the scriptures might
have hope.® (Romens 15:4). The Bible has many urnhesitating, vnafraicd pronouncements con-
cerning things to come, It never guessvv, Tte voiece is one of authority. We ought teo
know where we are going. It is the sum of wisdom to know toward what we sre travelling,
even 2s it is the height of folly to press on in ignorsnce &s to vhither.we are bound.
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It Will Csuse Unsaved To Believe In Christ.

Frophecy has been and is being used to win the lost to Christ. Our Lord wants the
unsaved to hear His prophetic message, Paul, Peter, and the early disciples used

prophecy as a most effective message to conviet and convert sirmers. Prophecy hes
bteen used to move sinners to repenisnce. :

Not only the prophets of cld and the apostles themselves but the greet preachers and
evangelists of our age have used prophetic preaching for the winning of thousands to
Christ.

We must preach the full gospel which includes prophecy.



