WHY STUDY FROPFECY?
IY Peter 1:16-21

Inherent in men is a desire to know the future, The eraving to know the future has its
source in men's consciousmess of eternal being.

God alone knows the end from the beginning. Omniscience iz one of the great attributes
ef Cod. FHas the Omniscient Ore made known to His crsatures the seerets of the future?
Has He mnecovered what the future holds in store for the human race and for this earth?
If so, where is it to be found? Tt is to be found in the Holy Seriptures.

God's Word contains startling predictions as to thinrs to come. The fate of nations, the
rise and fall of empires, the onward msrch of evil, men's defiance of God and the finsal
vietory of our lord are foretold in the Bible,

Can man know the future? Yes, we can knew the future through the Bible, but never apart
from it., "We heve a more sure word of prophecy; whersunto ye do well that ye take heed,

ag wmte a light that shineth in 2 dark place, until the day dawn, ard the day star arise

in your hearts." How importent is a light im s dark plsee? Very important. Even se,

the prophetic message of the Seriptures is execeedingly imporitant te the follewers of Christ.

Mach is said to discourege the study and teaching of vrophecy. Some peeple seem to think

that those who study the Bible prophecies are either ignorant or erazy. The reason some

people are prejudiced against the study and preaching of the provhetic megsages in God's

Werd is becasuse of their lack of understanding of thess great portions of God's Word,

They do not understand what CGod hss revealed in the Bible becanse of their unwillingness

to study it or beeause they have closed thelr minds te it. Their opposition to the study

of prophecy and their criticism of those who do study znd preach or teach it constitute

a publie advertisement of the fact that they hsve not done so. Tt is another illustratien

of the widely known truth that s person is down or what he ig not up on. 'The faet that

they have not studied prephecy asnd, therefore, do not understand it does not mean that

others have not dome =0 and have been blessed greatly by it. Their persomnsl ignorance

of the subject does not mesn that 21l others are in the zame condition. Their eriticiem

of those who proclaim the prophetic message advertizes that they do mot know and understand

propheecy. That is 1llke a person whe criticizes s church program; he merely anrownces teo
his listeners that he doesn't have anything In it, That is like a person who condemns

- education; he ealis attention to the faect that he does not have it. That is 1like a vreacher

who tries to minimize preaching; he wmskes it elear tc his hearers that he cannct vpreach.

He thereby calls to their attention why he does not heve a pulpit to occupy, You will

never hear any man who has been calledé of God o preach, snd who can deliver the goods,

go around whining about putting too much emphasis on preaching. Seo, 1f you kear somebody

say, "We ought not to study prophecy because it is impossible to understard it," ignore

what he says and study the provhecies of God's Word with an open mind and the Holy Spirit

as your CGulde, and they will become undersitandable as will the other portioms of the Bible.

Why study prophecy?
I. It Constitutes A Iarge Portion Of The Bible.

Prophecy is prewritten history. "There are two general types of vrophecy--preceptive

and predictive. Preceptive provhecy 1s forthtelling, whereas predictive is feretelling.
Sometimes the vrophets of old found it necesssry to rebuke, reprove, counsel and admenishg
thus they dealt with the present in the 1light of the future. That 1s preceptive prophecy.
Predictive provhecy presents the future in the light of the present.

Propheey, like all other varte of the Word, finds its origin in Ged. It bears the
fingerprint of the Almighty. I proves conclusively the omnisciemce of God. The whole
Bible is inspired, and that goes for the prophetic portiens just as muach so as the

historieal and devotionzl Seriptures.
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Mach of the Word of God is prophetie in charscter., At least seventeen books of the
01d Tegtament--Isaiah to Malachi--and one book of the FNew Testament--Revelation--are
devoted to provhecy. Those elishteen boocks constitute nesrly one third of the Bible,
but they do not contain nesrly 811 of the provhetic Seriptures., Prophetic writings
constitute the major portion of the Word of God. If emphasis is any criterion of its
value, this fact is most eloauent. Hundreds of the prophecies have been fulfilled,
but those that are yet wnfulfilled will have just as complete and mirmte a fulfiliment.

Prophecy held a large plaece in the preaching of the patriarchs, the prophets, the
lord Jesus and the apestles which was recorded in the Bible. We have often referred
to Gepesis 3:15, whereim God promised a Deliverer who would crush the head of ths
serpent, as the first great evangel of Seripture, and that is true; bul let us not
overlook the fact that it was prophetic. It was a promise made some four thousand
years before its fulfilment. The prophets were mighty men of God and great preachers
when speaking for Him to men. Prophecy held a large place in the preaching of Christ
as He went up and down the highweys of Palestine. Une ecannot read Eis messages as
recorded in the four gospels without notimg that very oftem He referred to "things

to come.” In Peter's grest sermon at Pentecost, he gmoted from Joel the prophet and
then pointed te the ¥last days" and to that Ugreat and notable day of the Iord." Paul
instructed Timothy to deal with the ¥latier times" during vhich many would depart frem
the faith, o

It Strengthens Cur Faith In The Word Of God,

"Por the prophecy csme not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy CGhost® (II Peter 1:21).

Students of propheecy possess great faith in the Bible as the Word of God., Ho other
book has ever told the fubture correctly. Iet us note some fulfilled prophecies.

1. The ancient c¢ity of Babylon.
No city could compare with the magnificence of ancient Babylon. Ruled by the
greatest king of all histery, Bebylon, with her tremendous wealth, emlture and
militery fortifications, was far ahead of Rome im the heyday of her glery. Fe
other city im history was ever fortified and constructed as this one. It was fifteen
miles square and surrounded by walls eighty-seven feet thick and three hundred
and fifty feet high. The Eupkrates River flowed through the elty from north to
south., Who, living in the days of Babylon, after beholding its wonders, fortification
and great siremgth, would have dared te predict its fall? Despite this, Isaiah
predicted that Babylon would be destroyed by a men nemed Cyrus, amd Isalak wrete
this provhecy one hundred and fifty years before Cyrus was borm. Isaish 4£5:1-6.
Jeremiah prophesied that "the walls of Babylon shall be utterly breken.” The
inhabitants of the eity doubtless theught that the prophet was erazy, bubt God sees
the end from the beginning, and God had spoken. HNobody else dreamed of such.
People jeered and scormed. The years passed. Onme day the people found an army
outeide the eity under the leadership of Cyrus. They laughed and jeered in derision.
They thought they were prepared for any siege and had enough feod for twenty yesrs.
Why worry? Cyrus began dlgging a tremch north of the city. He sent half of his
army south of the eity. While the leaders of Babylem were in a2 drunken revelry
ome dark night, Cyrug ordered the Euphrates River turned into a great ditch and
away from its natural course through the e¢ity. Then he merched hls army under
the norihern and the southern walls along the empty road bed and took the debauched
city. Thus God's prophecy was fulfilled.

2, The great city of Tyre.
Ships from all parts of the world anchored in the harbers of this ancient metropolis,
which was the New York of Asia, In her glory and power she was gueen of all the
great cities of her time. TYet, God, speaking through His prophet, Ezekiel, in
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590 B. C. said, "They shall destroy the walls of Tyre, and breask down her towers.
I will also scrape her dust from her, end make her like the top of a roek. It
shall be a place for the spreading of netz in the midst of the sea; for I have
spoken it saith the lord God .... and they shall lay thy stones and thy timber
and thy dust in the midst of the water .... snd T will make thee like the top of
a rock; thou shalt be a place te spread nets upon; thouw shall be built no mere:
for I the Iord have spoken it, saith the Iord Cod” (Bzekiel 26:4-14).

In less than twenty yesrs that proud znd haughty eity was laid in ruine by
Nebuchadnezzar., After two hundred and fifty more yesrs had passed, the ruins
remained, In 332 Alexender the Great took the walls, the timbers and the stones
and dumped them in the ceean to make an spprosch for his armies to an island half
a mile from the shore. They needed material so badly that they scraped the dust
from the remains, thus fulfilling prephecy. "Thou shalt be built no more," God
said, and it remains the same to this day.

3. The mysterious land of Egypt,
In the days of the 0ld Testament prephets, BEgypt stoed out ag the undisputed gqueen
of the nations., No other nation could boast sc long an unbroken line of kings.
The country was femous for the pyramids, art, science, great learning, armies and
the Pharschs. EHer future appeared to be cne of unending prosperity. However,
the prephets predicted 1t would become = "base kingdom,® the 'basest of natioms.®
"There shall be no more a prince im the lend of Egypt." Each of those prophecies
kas come true. For two thousand five hundred years Egypt has been under the hand
of strangers. .

When prophecy is fulfilled time end again, as in the cases which I have mentioned,
it greatly sirengthens our faith in the Bible as the Word of Ged.

Tt Te Enlightening,

Prophecy 1s to be read, stvdied and understood. %"Blessed is he that readeth, and they
that hear the words of this prephecy, and keep those things which are written therein”
(Revelation 1:3). Every Christian should study provhecy im order to be delivered from
inexcusable ignorance. You ecan tell some of these things to people, and they will
look at you and say, "I know about that, but you see, I don't believe it." They seem
to think that in this way they have dispesed of the whole subjeet. De you suppose
that you can dispose of & fact or make it false just by refusing to believe it? Den't
try to dispose of the Word of God by the sin of ignorance.

Study prophecy in order to know the mind and purpese of Ged. Since He has told us
His purpose and plan, it is of tremendous importance that we should study it. I want
to know what God is doing and whai He proposes to de.

Ignorance of prophecy was one factor in causing the Jews te erucify Christ. The Seripture
had teld them plainly what to expect, and they were fulfilled before their very eyes.
Being ignorant of the Seriptures, they failed to recognize Him, Igrerance of propheey
caused the disciples te be "slow of heart te believe all that the prophets have spoken®
concerning the Christ. If they had known the prophetiec Seriptures and believed them,

they weuld have expecied Hig crucifixion,

Students of propheey are not drifting in darkness, knowing nething about the future.
They have the more sure word of vprovheey to guide them. Ve need mot drift helplessly
on an uncharted sea without a compass to guide us. Our guide beok will enlighten us
and let us kpnow what lies shead even yonder at the jeurney's end.

It Enriches Qur ldves.
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No hours ean be spent more profitably than following step by step the unfolding of
God's plan for the ages, ss it ie revealed in the prophetic message of His infallible
Book. 4 stuly of prophecy will settle for you for all time the glorieus fact that
the sacred Seriptures sre fully inspired of God. Pessimism and Bible prophecy do net

go together. It 1s through prophecy that we lesrm the worldls destiny and become assured

that the march of the centuries is towards a legitimste and glorious future.

Prophecy, which is God's foreknovledge, gives us imsight inte the tremendous mevements
of the present. ¥What eould be more practical amd helpful '_l:@ us than this?

The study of prophecy will bring great peace and joy te the child of God., It will
encble him te grow in patience, comfort and hope. Romans 15:4 says, "For whatseever
things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might have hope." The anticipation ef His ceming is

a powerful incentive for good in the lives of Christians. YAnd every man that hath
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is vure® (I John 3:3). People are
thrilled to learn that some day Christ will return in glery, that living believers
will be translated, that the graves will be opened, and that the righteous dead will
be gathered mnto Him.

It Tnecreases Usefulness,

If we wonld be useful in God's serviee, we must heed the admonition recerded in the
Sceriptares: "Study to shew thyself approved unto Cod, & workman that needeth mot te
be ashemed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (II Timothy 2:15). Weuld you like
to be uselul for the Iord? Then, study the word of truth, mueh of which is provhecy,
and learn how to divide it rightly.

God's people are entitled to kmow what His program is. Since it has been recorded

in the Bible, let ws study it and lesrn what is coming to pass, and then let uz convey
that infeormetion to others who are yearming to kmov about coming events. We ought

to know where we are going., It is the mark of wisdom to know toward what we are
traveling, even as it 1s the height of folly te press on withouwt kmowing whither we
are bound, _ -



