WHAT OUGHT WE 70 BE?

"But the day of the lerd will eome sz a thief in the night: in the whick the heavens shall
pass away with a2 great meise, and the elements shall wmelt w1th fervent heal, the earth
also and the works that sre therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved, what mamrer of perszons ought ve t¢ be in all holy conversatiea and
godliness," II P@ter 3:10.31.

Sinee the first ef Jenusry, I have besn preachimg s sevies of Sunday morning sermons on
Bible prophecies under the general theme of ¥Imveilins The Fubure.® On the first
Sundey I spoke on the swbiect, "Why Study Propbecy?® lmong the reasops for studying
prophecy, we disecovered the following: .

1. It constitutes a large portion of the Bible,
2., It strengthens our faith in the ¥Word of God.
3. Tt is enlightening.

Lo It enriches our lives,

5. It increases our usefulness.

It is the mark of wisdem to lnow what Gedis program iz and where we are golng, just as
it is the heighth of folly ts wress on withoul knowirg whither we are bourd. -

In cur secomd study we npoted "Shedows Of Coming fvents .Y BSome of these shadows relate

to gemeral comnditions and others to gpecifie events &mﬁrg them are the following: inerease
of deception, false Christs, wars and rumers of Wﬁfﬁg ferdnes and pestilences, simultanecous
earthauakes, racial intelerence and perseeution, undependebility of man, false prephets,
religious indifference and world.wide svangelism.

The third sermon was on the subjeet, "It Is Iater Tharn You Think.! Three things indicate
that it is later than yom think.

1. Angrehy.
We are producing a generaticn of rehels apgsinst asutherity,

2. Apostasy.
There 18 an increasing desertion of beliefs once confessed and ar abandorment of
standards once aclkunewledged.

3. Apathy. _
People are not especially hostils to the churches; they are simply ignoring them.

On the fourih Sunday we considered the guestion, "Is God Through With The Jews?" Ve learned
that God raised up the Jewish rsce and established the nation of Israel that Israel might
reaffirm and teach that there is tut one Ged. 4lsc, that she might be a repesitory for

His truth on this earth, that God throwgh them wight zive the world a Saviocur, that Israsl
might be 2 witness for Gmd before the other matiouns and that threugh her He might save

the world from moral decay. Cod gave the Jews s law, which they defied, s land which

they defiled and a Iord wbom they denied, The Jows hovs been ahamefully'treated and
barbargusly tortured and martyred, bui God is not through with them.

As to "The World's Greatest Coming Bvent™ we emphasized its certainty, its conseguences

and its challenge., In visw of the cerbain reburp of Christ, all Christians should wail

in patience, walk in wurity, ween In hovefulness, witness iﬁ Taithfulness, work in diligence
and watech in readiness. The unsaved should repent of their sine and receive Christ as
their Saviour. )
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When the Ierd returns for His ssints the dead in Christ will be raised, the living
Christians will be raptured srd all bellevers in HWim will appear before His judgment

seat in order to recelve a reward for every ripghteous deed which they did from the time

of their salvation until their departurs from the earihly sceme, as well as for the influence
of thelr works thereafier., Newards have been mromiszed to faithful believers in Christ

for the services which they render for Him. The mmber of the rewards will depend upon

the amount of work which Christisns do for Christ.

We learmed that the Antichrist will be an imtellectual, oratoriesl, pelitical, commercial,
military and religious genius. Ve considered some murﬁeen things which he will do and
then contrasted him with the Christ vho is our only hove,

We then got a glimpse of "The Great Tribwlation® which will take place after the Chrlstians
have been caught up or tramslated and daring the reign of the Antichrist., Tt will last
for seven years, but the last helf of it will be far more severe than the first. Tt

will be a time of wnpsralleled suffering., From thie cutpouring of divine wrath the
children of God will be kept. :

In the sermom on the battle ef Armageddon, we discovered where and vhen it will be fought,
the cause of the batﬁle, who will lead the ecomtending forces and whet the outeome will
be. _

Follewing the Great Tribulation there will be & "Golden fige® of one thousand yvears during
which Satan will be bouwnd, and the world will be free from his deceptions and wiles.
Those who will arise in the first resurrection and all of the Christians will reign with
Christ during the millenium., At the end of the thousand years the wicked dead will be
raised and the final dcom of Satan will be sealed. The millemium will be a time of glory
fer the lord Jesus Christ and for all of the saved.

On last Sunday we studied about "The Great White Throne Judgment® which will follow the
second resurrection, er the raising of the wicked st the end of the millenium. Christ
will be the Judge, and all of the wnsaved; but the unsaved only, will be judged before
the "White Throme."” The purpose of this judgment will be to ascertain the degrees of
punishment for the wicked,

Now, in the light of all of these facts which we heve learned about the future, what manner
of persons ought we to be?

This guestien appears in Teter's great chapter on the second coming of Christ. After
reassuring his readers of the certainty of this great event and ils unexpectedness, Peter
goes on to deseribe in vivid languspe what the lmmediate effects of it will be. It scunds
like the result of a vast atomic explosion. Se, if things are doomed, then a wise and
sengible person will give hig first and chief atlenition to that which outlasts the stars.

There are two realities—-ﬁhingq ard persons, HNotice how things and persons are placed

in juxtaposition in this verse, "Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved,
what manner of persoms ought ye to be im all holy conmversation and godliness. Things
have to go, bubt persone remain. The conseiousmess of existenee and the sense of responsi-
bility are indestructible. They wey be darkened, but not extingvished. One is reminded
of this fact 28 he stands benesth the shedow of the Colosseum in Rome., That great amphi-
thester seated 87,000 peovle. The population of a wast city flowed hither. There they
gazed on exciting svectacles, clavped thelr hands snd rent the sir with acelsmations,
Wealth, beauty, fashlon, nebility snd ilwperial powp pathered there, Vhere are these human
Physiognomies and the hum of many toipves now? Silence now reigns threushowt that vast
area, and all around is crmmbliing ruin,

o thoughtful person gan atiend a fwneral service without being reminded that ™we brought
nothing imbo this world, and it is certein that We csn carry nothing oub." Tt isg saidg
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that when Alexander the Great lay dving he commsnded his seldiers to see to it that when
he was borne to his last resting place his hands showld show outside the coffin, im order
that mourners might see how smpty they wers, Truly it hss been sald, "Tou cant't take

it with youl® 411 these things will be dlssolved., Ve sre so thlckﬂheaded about this,

We just cannot take it in thet "the earth and 211 its works will disappear.” Nothing
reaély gelongs to a persom that can be taken from him by economie change, storm, siekness
or deat

0ut of this 1ife I shall never take
Things of silver and gold I make,

£11 thet T cherish and hoarpd avay
Efter T Ee«ve, on earth mgt tav

£31 thet T gather, and sll that I keep,
I wust leave behind when T £311 asleep,
Aﬁﬁ i w@ﬁmer @fteq whaﬁ I shall own

w%a% Sﬁail +hey fzmﬂ 93& ura% Nhail they see

In the soul thet answers the ¢all for me?

Shall the great Judge learn, when my task is thromgh,
That =y epirit has gethered some riches, too?

Or shall at the last it be mine to find

That a3l thet I'd werked for I'd left behind?®

What manmer of persons ought we to be?

1. Greteful,
We should bs thankful for the Seviewr, the Scrivntures, the churches and the assurance
of a home in heaven.,

2, Gircumspect,
We should be living im "all h@lg conversation.¥ The old-fashioned English word
Hoonversation® has lest ite eriginel meaninmg, until today it means small talk, and
the one who can falk mest and ssy the least iv rated as the best "eonversationalist.®
But the true meaning of the word is behavior, or conducht, or manner of life. "Holy"®
means set apart. The Christisn is to walk in s path set apart from the world, FHow
great is the need fer Chrlﬁf@ﬁn% Yo Iive the sepsrated life. "Iove mot the world,
neither the things thait are in the world.®

3- Gﬁalys
e should be living in eenfermlty to the will of God, We should see to it that God
has His rightful place in the program of our lives. God is looking for people who
will accede to His wishes and obey Him. An ungodly person is one who simply thinks,
speaks and acts without any reference te God: one who doees pot censult Him about
anything. Any person who has the grace of Ged in his heart will think much about
God, God will enter his calculations, God's presence will be his joy, God's strength
will be the basis of bhis confidence and God's glory will be the chief end of his being.

Paul taught us thet "we should live soberly, richteously, and godly, im the present
age.! That is a simple and clesr way of settiny forth the duly of the saved to
themselves, to others and te God., Christians have an obligation to others-——to live
righteously, They have an obligaticn to Godw-to live consistently for His glory.

Lo Hopeful,
Not only showld we live right and render a faithful service, but we showld be looking
for and earnestly desiring the coming of the lord. A special vlessing is pronounced
on all of God's children who are waiching and lenging for the Iord's return, I He
~should come teday, would He find you watching?



